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700 Geographical Literature and Maps 

committed to the project of a canal at Panama, nor that only 46 miles 
remain to complete the trans- Andine railway. The use of the volume by students 
is facilitated by an excellent index. Mark Jefferson. 

The Voyages of the Norsemen to America. By William Hovgaard. 
xxi and 304 pp. Maps, ills., index. The American-Scandinavian Founda- 
tion, New York, 1914. $4. 9% x 6y 2 . 

This monograph is very complete in the presentation of the basic material 
upon which must rest all discussion of the Viking voyages to the American con- 
tinent. Prof. Hovgaard cites all the pertinent passages from every version of 
the sagas and subjects them to skillful critical analysis, and he is particularly 
successful in extricating from the incongruities of the chief narratives the refer- 
ences to distinct groups of voyages which in the course of transmission by oral 
recitation had become interlaced. The elaboration of this hypothesis yields a 
reasonable and altogether consistent series of narratives. There is much to ad- 
mire in the author 's treatment of one of the most baffling incidents in the narra- 
tive of Leif 's voyage, the reference to the length of the day in Vinland. Follow- 
ing Geelmuyden 's interpretation that here we have a crude astronomical observa- 
tion of azimuths at sunset and sunrise at the summer solstice, this observation 
having been worked out as representing a latitude of 49°55', Prof. Hovgaard 
subjects the observation to a discussion as to crudity of the methods then possi- 
ble. He presents Geelmuyden 's determination as amounting to no more than a 
mean value and establishes the range as between 40° and 50°, corresponding to* 
the coast line between Sandy Hook and Halifax. Applying within these limits 
the familiar data of phytogeography presented in the sagas, he establishes the 
site of Vineland at Cape Cod, this astronomical determination corroborating the 
the determination independently deduced from other data. The most valuable 
quality of this monograph is that it rests upon the author's professional famil- 
iarity with the problems of such navigation and seamanship as was possible in 
Iceland about the year 1000. William Churchill. 

Three Industrial Nations. An industrial geography of England, Germany, 
and the United States. By Lydia E. Blaich. 366 pp. Maps, ills., index. 
American Book Co., New York, 1915. 64 cents. 7% x 5%. 

The British Empire, Germany and the United States are the three nations. 
These divisions are discussed in some detail in the hope that more can be accom- 
plished than by any endeavor to cover the whole world. The language is simple, 
direct, clear and pleasing. 

The author begins her book in an attractive manner. By tracing the source- 
of the household furnishings, going from one room to the next, she succeeds in 
opening up at once a whole world vista before the eyes of the child. In Chap- 
ter 2 a general survey of the land is made and in Chapter 3 the ocean is con- 
sidered. The fourth chapter treats with ' ' Man 's Development of the Resources 
of Land and Water" and the rest of the book is devoted to the respective 
nations. The book "assumes that man's industrial activity .... is the chief 
subject of study in geography." 

England is introduced with the question "How does England maintain her 
high rank in industry and her supremacy in commerce?" Germany is brought 
on the scene with the question "What factors have contributed to Germany's 
industrial rise from sluggishness and poverty to a high place among the great 
nations?" And the United States makes its appearance with the question "The 
United States is the industrial peer of the German and British Empires: what 
causes have contributed to her rapid development, and along what lines has this 
advancement been made?" 

This volume deserves a leading place among the supplementary readers that 
attempt to cover similar ground. Eugene Van Cleef. 

In the Land of the Head-Hunters. (Indian Life and Indian Lore.) 
By Edward S. Curtis. 110 pp. World Book Co., Yonkers, N. Y., 1915. 
$1.20. 8%x5%. 
This book deals with the American Indians on the Pacific Coast of northern 

British Columbia, between 1774 and 1791. The declamatory style of the tribal 



